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Current System
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…a system that limits the ability to obtain comparable data in early years.

Various administration approaches

Numerous approved tests

Various test formats

Current ChallengesCurrent Commissioner’s List

Different domains tested
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Noncomparable Diagnostic Tools
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Widely used assessments in Kindergarten have different cut scores for determining 
kindergarten readiness, making comparison difficult
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Example: One Student, Multiple Assessments
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The same student 
may be evaluated 
differently on each 
instrument, making 
the data confusing for 
the teacher and 
student.

Domain Assessment A Assessment B Assessment C Assessment D

Listening 
Comprehension On Track Tier 2 Developed Meets

Vocabulary On Track Tier 2 Still Developing Exceeds

Decoding Support Tier 3 Still Developing Below

Number and 
Counting On Track Tier 1

No data – assessment doesn’t 
cover these domains.

Executive 
Function Support Tier 3

Academic 
Motor Skills Monitor Tier 2



TX-KEA Literacy Screener

 Designates a student Kindergarten Ready
(KR) or Not Kindergarten Ready (NKR)

 Generates a written report to send to 
parents

 Provides interventions for students based on 
data
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The 5 to 7-minute screener:



Why This Matters 
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TX-KEA Screener has been designated as the multidimensional tool to be 
administered to Kindergarten students in the Fall of 2020. 

A screener will help inform instruction for every student. The data will be 
shared with families and they can partner with the schools to close any gaps 
the student may have.

Effective K-2 diagnostics are a crucial support for other reading initiatives 
within HB3.



Nuts and Bolts of 
Administering the Pilot TX-

KEA Literacy Screener
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Pilot TX-KEA Literacy Screener

 WILL gather teacher input so improvements 
can be made to the tool and the training.

 Will NOT validly designate a student 
Kindergarten Ready (KR) or Not Kindergarten 
Ready (NKR)

 Will NOT generate a written report to send 
to parents

 WILL NOT report pilot scores to TEA
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The 5 to 7-minute screener:



TX-KEA Domains Used in the TX-KEA Literacy 
Pilot Screener
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TX-KEA Literacy Pilot Screener is holistic and is multidimensional: literacy

Language and 
Communication Literacy

Required Domains

In Statute
Texas Education Code (TEC) §28.006 and §29.172

• Vocabulary
• Letter Knowledge
• Spelling



TX-KEA Literacy Pilot Screener estará en español
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Lenguaje y 
Comunicación

Alfabetismo

• Vocabulario • Conocimiento 
de las letrras

• Ortografía

In Statute
Texas Education Code (TEC) §28.006 and §29.172

Required Domains



Navigation of CLI Engage 
Dashboard
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CLI Engage Dashboard
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CLI Engage dashboard:
• Navigation for Assessment 

Practice Area
• CLI Engage Pilot TX-KEA 

Diagnostic Screener Tools
• Administration 

Requirements

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

http://stackoverflow.com/questions/7800733/car-dash-with-android
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


CLI Engage Dashboard
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Your
Name



CLI Engage Dashboard
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Your
Name



CLI Engage Dashboard-Assessment Practice Area
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Your 
Name



CLI Engage Assessment Practice Area
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Your 
Name



CLI Engage Assessment Practice Area

19

Your 
Name



CLI Engage Assessment Practice Area
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Your 
Name



CLI Engage Assessment Practice Area
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Your 
Name

Subtests

Roster
Launch buttons



CLI Engage Dashboard
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CLI Engage dashboard 
provides access to:
• Navigation for Assessment 

Practice Area
• CLI Engage Diagnostic Pilot 

TX-KEA Screener Tools
• Administration 

Requirements
This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

http://stackoverflow.com/questions/7800733/car-dash-with-android
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Pilot TX-KEA Literacy Screener: Response Types
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TX-KEA Literacy Screener is administered through a mix of 1:1 sessions and a 
small group session

Teacher-Recorded
Letter Knowledge 
English
Vocabulary Eng/Sp

Student-Written
Spelling Eng/Sp

Must be administered to each student 1:1 by teacher   

Should be 
administered in small 

groups
Student Selected
Letter Knowledge-Spanish

Must administered to each student 1:1 by teacher; Some sub-
tests need computer and headphones 



Pilot TX-KEA Literacy Screener: Teacher-Recorded
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Teacher-Recorded
Letter Knowledge English
Vocabulary English/Spanish

Must be administered to each student 1:1 by teacher   



Pilot TX-KEA Literacy Screener: Response Types

25

• Use touchscreen 
computer/laptop

• Teacher sits close by to monitor 
and prompt, if necessary

• Have headphones available and 
make sure volume is turned up.

• Student listens to directions 
and self selects

• If touchscreen not available, 
the teacher moves mouse to 
select first student answer.

Student Selected
Letter Knowledge-Spanish

Must administered to each student 1:1 by 
teacher; This sub-test needs computer and 
headphones 



Pilot TX-KEA Literacy Screener: Response Types
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Student-Written
Spelling English/Spanish

Should be administered in 
small groups



Spelling Scoring Guide

Scoring the Spelling



Scoring Spelling
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What child writes Score

1.HaT, hat, ,hAt, 
HAT

Click on  boxes 
1,2,and 3

2.Ha, ha, hA Click on boxes 
1 and 2

3.Ht, HT, ht, hT Only click on box 1

4.TaH, TAH, tAh Only click on box 2

5.At, at, aT Click on box 4



Scoring Spelling 
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What child writes Score

1.HaT, hat, ,hAt, 
HAT

Click on  boxes 
1,2,and 3

2.Ha, ha, hA Click on boxes 
1 and 2

3.Ht, HT, ht, hT Only click on box 1

4.TaH, TAH, tAh Only click on box 2

5.At, at, aT Click on box 4

x

x
x



Scoring Spelling 
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What child writes Score
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Scoring Spelling 
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Scoring Spelling 
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Scoring Spelling 
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CLI Engage Pilot TX-KEA Literacy Screener 
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• Use Practice Assessment 
Area to become familiar with 
Pilot TX-KEA Literacy 
Screener

• Print out Vocabulary, 
Spelling, and Letter Names 
Scoring Guides and materials

• Administer Pilot TX-KEA 
Literacy Screener on your 
Dashboard to FIVE students.

Your Name



CLI Engage TX-KEA Literacy Pilot Screener View
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Your 
Name

Morrison KG Class



CLI Engage Pilot TX-KEA Literacy View
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Literacy View
1. Class View
2. Roster
3. Spanish/English 

button
4. Launch button for 

each subtest



CLI Engage Pilot TX-KEA Literacy Screener: 
Subtests
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There are three subtests:
• Vocabulary
• Letter Knowledge
• Spelling



Subtest Summary

A subtest summary is the last 
page of any subtest you give. It 
will include:
• Student Name
• Student Responses
• Comment Box
• Invalidate Button
• Done Button



Subtest Summary: Accessing After 
Administration
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Access to subtest summary:
• Open the Student View page
• Click on the number
• The student summary page 

will come up
• Review student responses
• Add comments



Subtest Summary: Accessing After Administration

40

Access to subtest summary:
• Open the Student View page
• Click on the number
• The student summary page 

will come up
• Review student responses
• Add comments



CLI Engage Dashboard
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CLI Engage dashboard 
provides access to:
• Navigation
• CLI Engage Pilot TX-KEA 

Diagnostic Screener Tools
• Administration 

Requirements

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

http://stackoverflow.com/questions/7800733/car-dash-with-android
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Pre-requisites to Administer Pilot TX-KEA Literacy 
Screener 
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 Access your CLI Engage account
 Open the Assessment Practice Area on the dashboard

 Practice the Pilot TX-KEA Literacy Screener in the Assessment Practice 
Area

 Print out materials needed for Spelling subtest
 BOY Teacher Demonstration Items
 BOY Materials in English/Spanish (Spelling Student Form, Teacher Script for 

Spelling Subtest, Scoring Guidelines for spelling Subtest)

 Print out BOY Vocabulary Scoring Guidelines English/Spanish
Link for all Assessment Scoring Guidelines for Spelling and Vocabulary in English and Spanish
https://cliengage.org/public/tx-kea-pilot-literacy-screener/

Password: pilot2020

https://cliengage.org/public/tx-kea-pilot-literacy-screener/


Administering the Pilot TX-KEA Literacy Screener

 Open the TX-KEA Literacy Pilot Screener on the dashboard
 Administer the online screener  (Vocabulary and Letter Knowledge) 1:1 to 

5 students 
 Spanish Letter Knowledge subtest - students need headphones. The response is 

student selected

 Administer the Emergent Writing (spelling) to 3-5 students in a small 
group 
 Teachers can determine the order of administration and have the option of 

completing Spelling Subtest and then administering online subtests.

 Score the Spelling portion
 Enter the Spelling scores into the Pilot Screener
 Complete the survey to give your input
 CLI Engage will send you a survey to complete after you administer the Pilot



Reading Academies and 
Resources
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Reading Academies Required Training-
Kindergarten Module

• How to Administer Screener 
• NEW INFORMATION BASED ON PILOT TEACHER INPUT

• After the Screener-Kindergarten Ready and Kindergarten Not Ready 
Next Steps

• Specific Step by Step actions once the student is designated KR or NKR
• Data to inform instruction to help students become First Grade Ready
• Tips and hints how to streamline taking and using formative and summative data

• CLI Engage Dashboard-In depth look
• Resources and Training
• Activities and Interventions
• Online Professional Development
• Classroom Tools

New 
Info

New 
Info

Your 
Input



CLI Engage Resources
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This link provides:
• Assessment Scoring Guidelines for Spelling and Vocabulary in English and Spanish
• Step by step instructions and videos of each screener subtest being administered

https://cliengage.org/public/tx-kea-pilot-literacy-screener/
Password: pilot2020

https://cliengage.org/public/tx-kea-pilot-literacy-screener/


Key TEA and CLI Personnel
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CLI Personnel

TEA:

Jacquie Porter, State Director for Early Childhood 
Education

Scott Bodner, Manager, Early Childhood Education

Mary Allen, Early Childhood Education Specialist

Howard Morrison, State Coordinator for Early 
Childhood Education

Key Personnel



Thank you!
For Additional Questions: 

EarlyChildhoodEducation@tea.Texas.gov
Include the topic name “TX-KEA Pilot” in the subject line
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